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	 James Herriot, the beloved English veterinarian, re-
counts in one of his books the humorous story of Tricki Woo. 
An otherwise sensible person, his owner, Mrs. Pumphrey, 
imagined that Tricki descended from an ancient Chinese 
dynasty, and she coddled her dog like royalty. No delicacy 
was denied him—scones, fudges, liver pudding—he had it 
all, and his figure showed it. When Tricki’s health declined, 
Mr. Herriot remonstrated that Mrs. Pumphrey had to take 
things in hand and withhold the treats. And she claimed to do 
so, in minute amounts for a short time, perhaps two scones 
instead of three, but she simply couldn’t bear any deprivation 
of Tricki’s appetite (she truly “loved” him). The day came 
when his fat and poor health immobilized him; he could no 
longer romp with other dogs, and Mr. Herriot whisked him 
away to his own office for a few days of cure—no food. 
Tricki became a new dog.
	 We see in Mrs. Pumphrey a tragic phenomenon. In a cir-
cumstance of boundless indulgence, one can initiate a slight 
withdrawal or sacrifice, then crow about heroic restraint. Ten 
steps toward debauchery, one step back, and we have a new 
saint. Wise men shake their heads.
	 Let’s speak of our youth in their mission endeavors (in 
generalized terms of course). We see a commendable awak-
ening of responsibility toward the Great Commission. Some 
good things are happening at the veterinarian’s office. What, 
though, is happening at home? Churches may congratulate 
themselves on pulling off smoothly the monumental task of 
a youth group mission trip, but is the living at home showing 
the fruit of fullness of character and service to others?
	 Young person, do you want to do “hard things” for God? 
Do you have a burden for the building of His kingdom? 
Good. Start with learning to sweat in the garden over a hoe 
or in the street over a broom. Stick with a job, paid or unpaid, 
even when it becomes unpleasant. Bring erratic sleep and 
diet schedules into disciplined productivity. In your limited 
use of communication technology save your “pearls” for 
special people rather than vomiting your life details all over 
the public face. Erase from your vocabulary those words 
borrowed from worthless movies—the words you text but 
which can’t be printed here. Cut the worthless movies. Stay 
at home and enjoy stillness instead of racing over the con-
tinent to throw your offerings at the next tournament. Read 
a book. Go to church, your church, every service, Sunday 
school, too. Share a room cheerfully with a sibling. Cultivate 
respect for your authorities and live within the bounds they 
set for you. Realize that obsession with non-rules distracts 
just as much from knowing Christ as obsession with rules.
	 Do all of the above, then I’ll break the news to you 

Tricki Complex
By Chester Lehman

gently. For the most part, these are quite ordinary things, or 
they used to be. Tricky Tricki complex. Do what is right in 
the pit of daily living before you dream of serving God by 
smuggling Bibles in the darkest corner of the earth. Other-
wise, don’t attempt to convince anyone that God has called 
you to a work. What your home life is here will become your 
home life there. 
	 To all of us: let’s stop feeding Tricki Woo. He’s too fat. 
(Hear this Mom and Dad Pumphrey.) Our mission efforts 
should result in real service rather than rite-of-passage 
badges into glorified sainthood for adventure seekers. Ad-
venture seekers flinging around money. “Mission” trips are 
not enhanced by being rich men’s playgrounds (rich men 
are already preoccupied with needle eyes).
	 Have I raised your ire? Maybe there is hope for Tricki 
Woo.

Reprinted with permission.
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	 “Father.” Marcus stood looking out the back door. “If 
we’re going to rebuild this porch, let’s do it right. Can’t 
we build a brick patio like Neighbor Smith’s, and maybe 
even make a small fishpond at one end?”
	 “Oh, yes,” exclaimed Rachel eagerly. “A fishpond, 
with a water fountain, too. And maybe even night lights 
all around the patio. Wouldn’t that be a relaxing way to eat 
supper and end the day! Please, Father?”
	 “Well,” Father began slowly, looking down at his eager 
children, “we will plan to do it right. But can you think of 
any reasons we won’t make it that elaborate? Would that 
really portray Biblical simplicity?”
	 Why do we strive for simplicity in our homes?
	 Simplicity in our homes is part of living as strangers 
and pilgrims in this world. “These…confessed that they 
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. For they that say 
such things declare plainly that they seek a [better] country” 
(Heb. 11:13, 14). As we think of a stranger or pilgrim, we 
picture someone who is traveling. As Christians we are 
traveling to our eternal home. Sometimes in our earthly 
travels, we speak of traveling “light,” meaning that we take 
only the bare necessities along for the sake of making our 
traveling easier. In our spiritual journey, we must travel 
“light” as well, lest we be encumbered by the abundance 
of things in this world. Do our homes declare plainly that 
we seek a better country?
	 Simplicity in our homes fosters contentment. “But 
godliness with contentment is great gain” (I Tim. 6:6). 
Webster’s Dictionary defines contented as being “satis-
fied with things as they are.” Those who pursue happiness 
and satisfaction through extravagant living will be disap-
pointed, for extravagant living only creates a longing for 
more. Keeping our homes simple will help us and our 
children to learn contentment.
	 Simplicity in our homes expresses good stewardship 
of God’s gifts to us. God has given “us richly all things to 
enjoy;…that [we] be rich in good works, ready to distrib-
ute” (I Tim. 6:17, 18). With the abundant blessings that 
we receive comes accountability for how we use these 
blessings. God intends that we share our goods with others 
and find fulfillment in doing so. Simple homes enable us 
to share more abundantly with others in need.
	 Simplicity in our homes leaves a testimony to the 
world. Our homes can show to our neighbors that our focus 
in life is on heavenly things. Our homes are for the practi-

Simplicity in Our Homes
By Nelson Siegrist

cal purpose of providing a place for us and our families to 
live. They are not for the purpose of being a showpiece of 
our wealth or our ability to design an outstanding home. 
The contentment expressed in our simple lifestyle often 
impresses the world and stirs a longing within their own 
hearts.
	 How do we express simplicity in our homes?
	 Simplicity in our homes is expressed in the design 
of our houses. Those building a house have an excellent 
opportunity to incorporate simplicity into their plans. The 
economics and the practicality of the varied options should 
be considered. 
	 While the simple, practical design of a house certainly 
helps to portray simplicity, the surrounding landscaping 
also plays a very great role. A well-maintained house with 
a neatly kept yard and simple flowerbeds are appropriate 
for God’s people. 
	 Simplicity in our homes is expressed by the furnishings. 
Our furniture and appliance purchases should focus on the 
durable and practical. Sticking with the basic model of an 
appliance generally saves us money both in the initial cost 
and also in maintenance. Upholstered furniture with sub-
dued colors and modest designs fits well in a simple home. 
Do our wall hangings remind us of God and His presence, 
or are they simply another decoration in our homes? 
	 Simplicity in our homes is even expressed by our 
children’s toys. We want our toys to encourage creativity 
and imagination and to help our children identify with true-
to-life happenings. One father observed that his son spent 
more time playing with the farm machinery made from 
Lego blocks than with his “real” farm equipment. Store-
bought toys do have a place in our homes, but rather than 
buying a complete line-up of miniature kitchen appliances 
and utensils for our girls, perhaps we can complement a few 
bought toys with some homemade ones that our children 
have helped to make.
	 Simplicity is expressed by the number of toys as well. 
Parents enjoy giving their children a gift for their birthday. 
Grandparents want to give something and maybe even an 
aunt or uncle is included in the gift-giving. Soon the toy box 
is overflowing, and it becomes difficult to find a place for 
all the toys. Our children do not need a gift from everyone 
on every birthday. Sometimes a book or a needed article of 
clothing can serve as a birthday gift instead of more toys.
	 Simplicity in our homes is not expressed by slop-
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 Anabaptist Currents

	 It was a cry of despair. The promised judgments of 
God were being poured out on the house of Israel. Things 
looked dark, and more judgments were on the way.
	 God’s people knew that if this judgment continued 
to fall, their very survival as a people would come into 
question. If things continued to decline, the ultimate issue 
would have to be faced—“How should we then live?” Or, 
“How shall we continue as a people of God?” (See Ezekiel 
33:10, 11.)
	 We may rightly ask this question today, albeit in a dif-
ferent context. How should we then live? What must we do 
to survive as a people of God? Is it possible for us to lose 
our identity as a separated people and become assimilated 
into the world around us? In these end times, when many 
people live rebellious, selfish, and ungodly lives, the ques-
tion comes to us, “How should we then live?” How can we 
continue to be part of the people of God?
	 “We should live soberly, righteously, and godly, in the 
present world” (Titus 2:12). Only by God’s grace and power 
can this be done. We cannot live like the world today and 
expect to be with the people of God in the future. We must 
live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present world. 
	 We should remember that “none of us liveth to himself, 
and no man dieth to himself” (Romans 14:7,8). Our first 
accountability is to God. No one can live an independent 
life and thereby expect to avoid God. Whether in life or in 
death, “we are the Lord’s.”
	 We can continue as the people of God if we maintain 
an emphasis on the distinctive New Testament doctrines. 
Separation from the world, nonresistance to evil, separation 

How Should We Then Live?
By James W. Burkholder

of church and state, holiness of life, and the practice of the 
Christian ordinances are direct Bible teachings. They apply 
to all who name the Name of Christ, not only to certain 
ethnic groups. To discontinue, as a group, the practice of 
any one of these is to drift away from the truth of God.
	 One of the tests we face in the practice of the ordinances 
is to maintain and propagate the Christian Salutation as 
taught in the New Testament. Are our youth practicing the 
Holy Kiss when they meet their peers in church settings? 
Most of the youth of the early revival movement were en-
thusiastic about returning to a more Scriptural belief and 
practice. And to this day, we have many dedicated youth 
who are glad to follow this practice. To continue living 
as we should, we need to continue emphasizing that each 
member of each age group practice this ordinance. We need 
to help our youth to practice it among themselves lest the 
ordinance be neglected in this age group, and this neglect 
naturally envelope the entire group. 
	 How should we then live in order to continue as the 
people of God? Ministry, parents, Bible school administra-
tors, and all of us have a responsibility to live as we should 
and to teach the rising generation how they should live. 
Those in leadership need to also administrate their charge 
according to these principles if we are to keep Scriptural 
convictions alive. Only as we are fully committed to the 
Biblical practices can we continue to find the answer to the 
question: “How should we then live?”

Reprinted from The Eastern 
Mennonite Testimony, May 2009

piness. “Let all things be done decently an in order” (I 
Cor. 14:40). Normal family living will produce wear, and 
we do not want the atmosphere to be strained for fear of 
marring something. But a disorderly and cluttered home 
will result in tension and frustration rather than peace 
and contentment. We do teach our children to take care 
of things. Books are handled carefully. Toys are brought 
inside and put away at the end of the day. Sofas and beds 
are not trampolines. When items become broken or worn 
out, we repair or replace them in a timely manner.
	 Jesus said, “The foxes have holes, and the birds of the 

air have nests; but the Son of man hath not where to lay 
his head” (Matt. 8:20). Christ chose simplicity while here 
on earth even though the whole universe was under His 
control He could have afforded much more, but He sought 
a simple life so that He could better fulfill His heavenly 
calling. In our day of affluence and prosperity, we too will 
need to deliberately choose simplicity to fulfill the will of 
our heavenly Father.

Reprinted with permission 
from Home Horizons, June 2009.

Continued from page 4
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 Undershepherds’ Agenda

	 “Going expositional” is my way of describing the chal-
lenge of preaching through an entire book of the Bible, word 
by word, and phrase by phrase.
	 If you’ve never done this before but have a desire to 
do so, there are certain questions you need to be asking and 
answering. The answers to those questions, found through 
prayer and sensitivity to the Holy Spirit, should lead you to 
a place of confidence and boldness in your preaching. Then, 
the Word itself will do the work in people’s lives.
	 How do we know what book we should be preaching 
through? That is one of the great challenges of powerful ex-
position. I’ve always sensed that taking a scholastic approach 
of simply giving a good balance of the Bible’s books was not 
the right method for the preacher. After all, the primary goal 
of a pastor is not merely Bible knowledge. The primary goal 
that we should have is “equipping saints for service,” and it 
requires an intimate knowledge of the congregation and the 
Word.
	 So how do we know? Purely and simply—prayer. The 
preacher who doesn’t pray diligently through the selection 
process will miss the powerful anointing of a specific word 
at an opportune time in the life of the congregation. Though 
God certainly over-rides and overcomes our lack of wisdom by 
speaking through the Word in spite of us, it is a wise shepherd 
who prays through the decision as to which book to preach. 
	 One of the disciplines of this preacher’s life is reading 
the Bible in its entirety each year. By doing this, I am bet-
ter prepared to know what book of the Bible may be God’s 
prescription for the congregation’s need. In the same way a 
physician knows his medicine, the pastor should know the 
Word. As he prays for the congregation, the book that best 
fits the need can emerge in his mind through the prompting 
of the Holy Spirit.
	 Recently, I faced the crossroads of decision in my ministry 
once again. My question in prayer was, “Lord, where do you 
want me to focus? What book should I journey through with 
our congregation?” As I prayed about the need of our particu-
lar church, the culture we are in, the challenges we face, and 
the concerns we have ahead of us, I began to be drawn to the 
book of James.
	 Now let me be quick to say that I had my mind on a 
number of books before I was drawn to James. I would read 

“Going Expositional: Laying 
the Course for Preaching”

By John Meador

through those books in light of the criteria above, and would 
look to see if the Holy Spirit would lead me that way. I con-
sidered three different books before I realized those books 
were not where we needed to be. Only when I took extra 
time, and only when there was a degree of desperation on my 
part—“Lord, I really need Your leadership!”—did the book 
of James emerge in my mind.
	 As I began to read James with the needs of our congre-
gation in mind, I “saw” the message series begin to fall into 
place. Study became more than discovery of truth. It moved 
to the level of practical application—I began to envision these 
applications in the life of my congregation. I felt that the Spirit 
of God was quickening both my comprehension and creativ-
ity toward the words in James and study became something I 
didn’t want to take a break from. It flowed. I saw why we need 
the book of James, who needed to hear it, and how it would 
impact us. I was able to envision the entire church, moved and 
motivated to “be doers of the Word, and not hearers only.” I 
began to get excited. I knew I was in the right place.
	 Let me get specific about what excited me. In the first 
portion of James 1, we have a large and prominent section 
on “trials.” The admonition to trust and not become “double-
minded” stands out in the text. The warning against being “like 
the waves of the sea, storm-driven and wind-tossed” stood 
out to me. I thought specifically of the trying times we face 
economically and politically. I realized the struggle people 
are having during a recessionary economy, facing fears and 
concerns that could cause them to be driven like the wind if 
their faith is not anchored properly. I believe the Lord wants 
to provide answers for our people on how to trust in tough 
times.
	 Each section of James holds that same type of urgency for 
the things we are facing—and through that process of prayer 
and sensitivity, I’m on the journey through James. We’ll look 
next time at how we break the book down—and how we cause 
our message series to resonate with relevance and urgency.
	 After all, if God has truly led us to a place of study, we can 
expect the Holy Spirit to anoint and empower it in supernatural 
ways. That’s preaching I look forward to. 

Reprinted from Pulpit Helps, published by 
AMG Publishers, Chattanooga, TN  37421
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	 Can the Christian pitch his tent toward Sodom? Have 
you ever heard of a person who “had one foot in the church 
and the other in the world”? This is, of course, not really 
possible, but pitching our tents toward Sodom is, like Lot, 
choosing the temporal and physical over the spiritual and 
eternal.  Jesus said it this way, “No man can serve two 
masters: for either he will hate the one, and love the other; 
or else he will hold to the one, and despise the other. Ye 
cannot serve God and mammon” (Matt 6:24).
	 Let’s analyze this account found in Genesis 13 and 19. 
Genesis 13:12 says, “...Lot dwelled in the cities of the plain 
and pitched his tent towards Sodom.” Why did Lot do this? 
Was it because there was strife between the herdsmen of 
Lot and Abram? Not really, Lot had a choice and he chose 
to dwell in the plain. Lot chose the plain because it was 
good farmland. He wanted the well-watered plain with its 
lush pastures. It was good business. Why would a farmer 
choose to graze his cattle in a desert? The good farmland 
wouldn’t only turn a good profit, it was necessary for the 
survival of his business and the financial well-being of his 
family. Lot wanted a comfortable, happy life. He made the 
obvious choice. He chose what many church people are 
choosing today, but he did not look at his decision through 
the eye of faith. He did not consider the moral and eternal 

costs as more important than the temporal, financial costs. 
He didn’t see things through God’s eyes. He didn’t recog-
nize that a life of ease and financial well-being can actually 
stifle spiritual growth. 
	 How about the Christian? Are we making similar de-
cisions in our lives today? Are we judging things by what 
we can see, hear, feel, and enjoy? Are we comparing our 
choices with the choices that others are making? Or are we 
willing to do differently and choose differently and make 
decisions that make no economic or temporal sense so that 
we can treasure God’s eternal gifts. Many church members 
are being swept away because they are searching for finan-
cial security, freedom to prosper and enjoy life, fulfillment 
in the temptations of immorality, or contentment in status 
and social acceptance.
	 Lot did not seem to think about what dwelling in So-
dom would do spiritually to his family. He did not take 
into consideration that “...the men of Sodom were wicked 
and sinners before the Lord exceedingly.” When the angels 
came and told Lot to warn his family, it was already too late! 
While he was busy pursuing temporal security, his family 
had slipped away from God. His sons-in-law looked at him 
as “one that mocked.” He realized too late that life is not 
long enough to pursue both the temporal and the eternal. 

Pitching Our Tents Toward Sodom
By Samuel Carpenter

 Book Review

	 While it is unusual for this publication to favorably 
review and actually recommend a book that does not en-
tirely share our worldview, we are making an exception 
here for reasons that should become apparent to discerning 
readers. The Educated Child (A Parent’s Guide) by William 
J. Bennett, Chester E. Finn, Jr., and John T. E. Cribb, Jr., 
is a “must read” for all parents who are truly interested in 
appropriate education for their children. The book “defines 
a good education and offers parents a plan of action for 
ensuring that their children achieve it.” A lengthy treatise 
of 664 numbered pages “it sets forth clear curricula and 
specific objectives for children from kindergarten through 
the eighth grade.” The book is specifically written to par-

The Educated Child
Authors: William J. Bennett, Chester E. Finn, Jr., and John T. E. Cribb, Jr.
Reviewed by: Paul Emerson

ents and includes guidelines for home-schooling as well as 
proper parental involvement in private schools. It is a gold 
mine of information and instruction that no parent should 
be without. 
	 As with all extra-biblical works, Christian readers 
should wear their Bible-tinted glasses as they read. Even 
though most of what is written in this particular book is 
true and wise, it must be filtered through a biblical under-
standing. We highly recommend this book to all parents, 
church leaders, and educators. It is available at a nominal 
cost through bookstores and on-line in both hard copy and 
paperback. Used copies are usually available on-line as 
well. 
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He lost every one of his family members to the clutches of 
the devil . 
 We know this . We’ve read this account . We are aware 
of eternity and the coming judgment . What are we doing 
about it? Are we choosing God? Is this choice obvious in 
the practical decisions that we have made in our lives such 
as our possessions, business pursuits, schedules, voluntary 
service work? Are we willing to live simply, give up social 
status, and “farm the desert” so that we can be the spiritual 
children of God? Are you known to say, “I’d like to do more 
for God, but I’m just too busy,” or is the structure of your 
life encouraging others to live with eternity in view?
 Lot, his wife, and his daughters were pulled out of the 
city . The angels, “laid hold upon his hand, and upon the 
hand of his wife, and upon the hand of his two daughters; 
the LORD being merciful unto him: and they brought him 
forth, and set him without the city.” But despite the gra-
cious hand of the angels, Lot’s wife and daughters perished 
anyway because even though they were outside of Sodom, 
Sodom was still inside of them . 
 How does your heart measure up today? Are you enticed 
by the glitter of the world? Are you a collector of all the 
latest electronics, youth games, vehicle models, and cloth-
ing styles? Do you allow your heart to be corrupted by the 
constant barrage of indecency in the world? What are you 
really  interested in? What takes up your thoughts in your 
private hours? What fi lls your talk with your friends and 
acquaintances? What do you enjoy reading and learning 
about? Is the temporal world in control of your affections? 
Lot’s wife received the instant judgment of God upon 
looking back . If we were to receive God’s instant judgment 
on our lives, would we be welcomed into His presence or 
banished for eternity?
 After being taken out of the city, Lot bargained with 
the angels to stay in the city of Zoar . He was still trying to 
fi gure out what would work best for his earthly security and 
well being . In seeking to control life himself, he missed out 
on the greater blessing he could have found by trusting in 
God . 
 How often do we retain claim to a part of our lives, 
seeking to control it and stake it fi rmly in place, fearing lest 
God should lay His fi nger on our security? How would we 
ever survive if I give up my job? Or if we move there, what 
about all my friends and family that I will have to leave 
behind? Or will it really be all right to stick with an older 
vehicle and give the money to missions?
 Lot’s daughters’ decision and fate warn us against trying 
to justify what seems necessary or expedient when faced 
with circumstances . They said, “There is not a man in all 
the earth… [therefore] come let us make our father drink 
wine…” In other words, since there is no other way, we 
simply have to disobey God in this situation . 
 We may be quick to condemn such thinking given our 
broader perspective on the story, but remember that from 
their perspective they were truly the only ones left on the 

earth . What do we do when our decisions are pressured by 
circumstances? Are we doing what we “have” to do because 
otherwise things just won’t work out? God at times tests our 
faith . Sometimes we really don’t see how something could 
work out . But if we really believe that God is who we say 
He is, then we can rest in Him . We don’t need to see how 
everything will work out; we do need to obey the call of 
God . Before the judgment seat, our rationalizing will look 
just as ridiculous and condemning as theirs did . 
 Is there any hope for us? Must we experience the same 
sad fate as Lot and his family? The answer lies in the choice 
that Jesus outlined . Will we serve God and trust Him, 
seeking fi rst His righteousness, or will we serve temporal 
security and seek fi rst our well being and happiness. There 
is no substitute for putting God fi rst. Those who seek all 
things fi rst will never fi nd God, but those who seek God 
fi rst will fi nd all things. Do you sometimes enjoy staying 
up late to read a good book? Make it God’s book . Do you 
want a fl ourishing business? Make it God’s business. Do 
you desire a large and beautiful home? Make it your heav-
enly home . Do you want to be surrounded by encouraging 
people? Make them God’s people . Are you busy early and 
late with much work? Make it God’s work .  Don’t pitch 
your tent toward Sodom . Claim the promised land, the New 
Jerusalem, the fellowship of the saints, and the friendship 
of God .

Reprinted from the Pilgrim Witness September, 2009




